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Youth 


t  '07  fills  Miss.  Coliseum 


More  than  8,000 


young 

people  from  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  filled  the  Mississippi  Coliseum 
in  Jackson  on  the  evening  of  July  20  for 
the  2007  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night 
event  —  the  largest  annual  gathering  of 
Baptists  anywhere  in  the  state. 

*'I  saw  church  buses  in  the  parking  lot 
from  Jackson  County  in  far  southeast 
Mississippi  to  Itawamba  County  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  state.  Thats  a  long 
trip  for  those  folks  to  get  to  Jackson  for 
Youth  night,"  said  Don  Lum,  chairman  of 
the  Youtn  Night  planning  committee  and 
evangelism  director  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB). 

■P  jRH|  "Youth  Night  was 

Hf  XSl  everything  we  prayed 

and  planned  for  —  an 
1  opportunity  for  the 

i  -a  WSm  youn8  people  of  the 

k  '  fJy  I  Mississippi  Baptist 

B  Convention  to  hear  God 
^  praised  and  the  Gospel 


BAPTISTS 


preached  in  the  lan- 
Lum  guage  of  their  genera- 

— 1 -  tion,  and  for  each  of 

them  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
decision  for  Christ,  ne  said. 

Youth  evangelist  and  student  ministry 
speaker  Wade  Morris  of  Birmingham, 
Al.,  was  the  featured  speaker.  "Waae  has 
a  gift  for  reaching  out  to  young  people 
and  I  believe  they  neard  him,  judging  oy 
their  response  to  his  message.  Then? 
were  91  professions  of  faitn  during 
Youth  Night  and  more  rededications 
than  we  could  count,"  Lum  said. 
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Legalized  gambling  has  had  an  enor¬ 
mous  social  and  cultural  impacts  on 
Mississippi  since  the  first  small  river- 
boat  casinos  were  approved  in  the  early 
1990s.  Even  fair-minded  supporters  of 
gambling  admit  that  much,  but  differ  with 
opponents  on  whether  die  cost  to  the  state 
has  been  worth  it. 

Mississippi's  social  and  cultural  land- 
always  a  tangled,  disorderly  weave 
,  current  events,  and  competing 
die  future,  have  changed  radical¬ 
ly  since  die  advent  of  legalized 
gambling.  Nowhere  is  that  more 
evident  man  in  the  breathtaking 
growth  of  die  gambling/  political 
complex  in  this  state. 

As  our  jails  and  prisons  fill 
with  otherwise  law-abiding  citi¬ 
zens  hooked  on  gambling  to  the 
point  of  fraud  and  embezzlement, 
as  our  children  go  without  basic 
necessities  while  their  parents 
gamble  away  paychecks  and  life 
savings,  as  famines  rupture  and 
marriages  implode,  powerful 
gambling  interests  continue  to 
push  their  expansionist  agenda 
with  the  help  of  pliant  politicians. 

Virtually  every  governmental 
body  in  Mississippi  counties 
where  gambling  has  been 
approved  have  to  ask  this  question  about 
virtually  every  issue  that  comes  before 
them:  "How  will  this  affect  die  casinos?" 

That's  certainly  true  too  of  Governor 
Haley  Barbour  and  even  the  Mississippi 


xmr  and  even  the  Mississippi  of  Mississippi.  (Tidelands  , 
,  the  majority  of  whom  gave  die  merged  lands  along  the  o 
verything  they  demanded  in  a  lands  covered  by  the  daily  ri 
ane  Katrina  special  session  by  *  tides.  Funds  from  the  use  c 


Legislature,  the 

gamblers  everytmng  tney  demanded  m  a 
post-Hurricane  Katrina  special  session  by 
passing  House  Bill  (HB)  45  and  allowing 
them  to  move  their  gambling  halls  off  die 
water  and  800  feet  inland. 


As  we  approach  the  second  anniver¬ 
sary  of  that  special  session,  it's  impor¬ 
tant  to  understand  the  lessons  we 
learned  (or  should  have  learned)  up  to 
this  point  regarding  Mississippi's  gam¬ 
bling/political  complex. 

Even  HB  45's  800-feet  rule  is  smoke 
and  mirrors.  During  the  special  session, 
legislators  allowed  and  the  governor 
approved  an  exception  to  the  800-feet 
rule.  All  street  and  highway  rights-of- 
way,  as  well  as  any  utility  rights-of-way, 
are  excluded  from  the  800-feet  count. 

That  means  casinos  can  now  move 
well  beyond  a  literal  800-feet  boundary 
to  build  their  gambling  halls  even  far¬ 
ther  inland.  You  say  you  didn't  know 
that?  That's  because  the  gambling/ polit¬ 
ical  complex  and  the  news  media  — 
themselves  beholden  to  the  gamblers' 
bottomless  advertising  budgets  —  didn't 
exactly  give  that  clause  top  billing  in 
their  public  pronouncements. 

That's  just  one  example  of  how  the  gam¬ 
bling/political  complex  gets  their  way  in 
this  state.  Mississippi  Secretary  of  State 
Eric  Clark,  a  member  of  the  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  also  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  has  had  a  frustrating 
time  trying  to  persuade  the  gamblers  and 
their  politician  friends  to  follow  state  laws 
with  which  they  disagree. 

Clark,  who  is  not  a  candidate  in  the 
upcoming  election,  took  pn  the  Gulf 
Coast  casinos  over  their  exploitation  of 
tidelands  which  are  owned  by  the  people 
. .  are  the  sub¬ 
coastline  and 
by  the~ daily  rise  and  fall  of 
tides.  Funds  from  the  use  of  these  tide- 
lands  by  private  interests  are  held  in 
trust  by  tne  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
people  of  Mississippi.) 


Gamblers  have  made  so  many  attempts 
to  avoid  responsibility  for  their  use  of  die 
tidelands  —  including  several  major  law¬ 
suits  filed  and  bills  promoted  in  the 
Legislature  to  strip  Clark  of  his  oversight 
duties  —  that  Clark  said  of  one  such 
attempt  in  2004,  "It's  a  plain  example  of  the 
casinos  and  their  lobbyists  trying  to  dictate 


terms  to  the  state,  rather 
effectively 


the  state 


.  managing  the  casinos." 

In  another  instance,  Biloxi  attorney  Britt 
Singletary,  representing  one  of  the  casinos 
involved  in  a  tidelands  dispute,  told  the  Sun- 
Herald  newspaper  (08/24/2001)  that  Clark 
was  running  a  "rouge  agency"  and  had 
launched  a  public  relations  campaign  against 
his  client  using  Baptist  news  media. 
Singletary  also  referred  to  his  client's  oppo¬ 
nents  as  ''crazy  Christians.'' 

After  years  of  wrangling  and  pressure, 
the  gambling  /political  complex  was  finally 
able  to  change  Mississippi's  tidelands  laws 
—  during  die  2005  post-Katrina  special  ses¬ 
sion.  According  to  the  Sun-Herald 
(10/08/2005),  the  Mississippi  House  of 
Representatives  passed  the  revised  tidelands 
deal  by  a  vote  of  109-4  as  tallied  on  the 
chamber's  voting  machine  but,  as  the  news¬ 
paper  pointed  out,  only  about  40  House 
members  were  actually  present  at  the  time. 

So,  how  did  113  votes  get  cast  with  only 
40  representatives  present? 

"Under  House  rules,  the  vote  stands,  since 
no  one  raised  a  point  of  order  about  a  quorum 
not  being  present,"  die  newspaper  reported. 

Looks  like  we  "crazy  Christians"  bet¬ 
ter  brace  ourselves  for  more  stunts  like 
that  in  the  future,  and  for  the  eventual 
complete  takeover  of  our  state  by  the 
gamDliog/ political  complex.  They’ll  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  less. 

We  certainly  can't  complain  that  we 
weren't  warned. 


How  legislators  voted  on  land-based  gambling  (HB  45) 
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NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


The  first  of  a  series  of  eight 
courses  for  bivocational  church 
music  directors  sponsored  by 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  begins  August  20  at 
nine  Mississippi  locations. 

The  course,  Song  Leading,  will 
meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours 
for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at  the 
following  locations  and  times: 


•  Franklin  Association  office, 
Bude,  beginning  August  20  (7-9 

f>.m.)  Mark  Hamilton,  teacher, 
601)894-5848. 

,  a 

•  Tri-County  Association 
office,  Columbia,  beginning 


•  Broadmoor  Church,  Mad¬ 
ison,  beginning  August  20  (7-9 
p.m.).  Jimmy  McCafeb,  teacher, 
(601)924-1233. 


•  First  Church,  Booneville, 
beginning  August  27  (7-9  p.m.). 
LuAnne  Fora,  teacher,  (662) 
728-6272. 


•  North  crest  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  beginning  August  20  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.).  Buday  McElroy, 
teacher,  (601)  681-6615. 

•  Hernando  Church,  Her¬ 
nando,  beginning  August  20  (7- 
9  p.m.).  Barry  Tweedy,  teacher, 
(662)  429-6361. 

•  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood,  beginning  August 
21  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Tommy 
Smith,  teacher,  (662)  453-2801. 
Barry  Bouchillon,  assistant 
teacher,  (662)  453-5935. 

•  Winston  Association  office, 
Louisville,  beginning  August  20 
(7:00-9:00  p.m.).  Buly  Bowie, 
teacher,  (662)  773-6246. 


unite,  v-uiumoia,  Deginmng 
August  21  (6:30-8:30p.m.).  Brad 
Day,  teacher,  (601)  297-9699. 

•  Grace  Memorial  Church, 
Gulfport,  beginning  August  20 
(6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Anthony 
Turner,  Teacher,  228-863-5096. 

The  eight  courses  in  the  series 
are  Song  Leading;  Worship 
Planning;  Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch;  Reading  Music: 
Harmony /Melody;  Hymnology; 
Music  Administration /Staff 
Relations;  Survey  of  Music 
Resources;  and  Gass  Voice. 

These  courses  are  designed 
to  provide  basic  training  for 
bivocational  music  directors 
and  other  music  leaders  in 
churches.  The  eight  courses 
meet  two  hours  per  week.  Each 
course  is  eight  weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is 
scheduled  over  a  two-year 
period.  Each  course  is  indepen¬ 
dent  and  has  no  prerequisite. 
Each  student  who  completes 
the  eight  courses  earns  a 
Church  Music  Certificate  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  plus  a 
credit  of  eight  hours  toward  an 
on  campus  degree  program. 

There  is  a  one-time  registra¬ 
tion  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


each  course  is  $135.00.  A  $60.00 
scholarship  is  available  for  all 
first-time  students.  Students 
already  enrolled  are  not  eligible, 
and  the  grant  is  limited  to  one 
person  per  church 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  teachers  list  is  above  or  Jimmv 


McCaleb,  consultant  in  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3273  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273.  E- 
mail:  jnxcalebCaTrtbcb.org. 


Three-parent  families  ? 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  little-noticed  spring  judicial 
ruling  in  Pennsylvania  may  help  lay  the  initial  groundwork 
for  legalized  polygamy,  as  recounted  in  a  recent  op-ed  colum¬ 
nist  in  The  New  York  Times.  In  a  column  titled.  When  3 
Really  Is  a  Crowd,  Elizabeth  Marquardt  of  the  Institute  for 
American  Values  wrote  about  a  case  from  April  in  which  a 
Pennsylvania  appeals  court  panel  unanimously  ruled  that  a 
child  can  have  three  legal  parents:  two  moms  (separated  les¬ 
bians)  and  a  dad  (the  sperm  donor).  The  case,  Jacob  v.  Shultz- 
Jacob,  essentially  focused  on  child  support  payments  —  the 
man  was  made  a  legal  parent  over  his  objections  —  but  the 
case  nevertheless  is  dangerous  in  its  possible  precedence, 
Marquardt  said.  Although  in  this  example  all  three  legal  par¬ 
ents  live  separately,  in  other  instances,  Marquardt  noted,  the 
three  adults  might  want  to  live  together.  "As  one  advocate  of 
polygamy  argued  in  Newsweek,  'If  Heather  can  have  two 
mommies,  she  should  also  be  able  to  have  two  mommies  and 
a  daddy/"  she  wrote.  "If  more  children  are  granted  three 
legal  parents,  what  is  our  rationale  for  denying  these  families 
the  rights  and  protections  of  marriage?  America,  get  ready 
for  the  group-marriage  debate."  Marquardt,  author  of  the 
forthcoming  book,  My  Daddy’s  Name  Is  Donor,  said  a  three- 
parent  family  like  the  one  in  the  Pennsylvania  case  could  be 
disastrous  for  a  child.  "(Tjhree-parent  situations  typically 
involve  a  couple  and  a  third  person  living  separately,  mean¬ 
ing  the  child  will  get  shuffled  between  homes,  and  this  raises 
problems,"  she  wrote.  "...  {H]ow  many  homes  should  chil¬ 
dren  travel  between  to  satisfy  the  parenting  needs  of  many 
adults?"  If  a  court  allows  a  child  to  have  three  legal  parents, 
Marquardt  asserted,  then  there's  no  reason  why  another 
court  case  cannot  involve  four  or  more  parents.  "Some  situa¬ 
tions  involve  a  couple  who  wants  the  child,  the  sperm  donor, 
the  egg  donor  and  the  gestational  surrogate  who  carries  the 
pregnancy,"  she  wrote.  "...  Fortunate  children  have  many 
people  wno  love  them  as  much  as  their  parents  do.  But  in  the 
best  interests  of  children,  no  court  should  break  open  the  rule 
of  two  when  assigning  legal  parenthood." 


U.S.  Senate  gets  first  Hindu  prayer 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Some  Americans  took  offense  when  a 
Hindu  chaplain  led  the  morning  prayer  in  the  United  States  Senate 
on  Julv  12,  because  they  said  it  defied  the  judeo  Christian  heritage  set 
forth  by  the  nation  s  founders.  "We  meditate  on  the  transcendental 
glory  of  the  deity  supreme,  who  is  inside  the  heart  of  the  earth,  inside 
tne  life  of  the  sky  and  inside  the  soul  of  the  heaven.  May  he  stimulate 
and  illuminate  our  minds,"  Rajan  Zed,  director  of  interfaith  relatioas 
at  a  Hindu  temple  in  Reno,  Nev.,  said  in  his  prayer.  Zed  was  the  first 
Hindu  to  offer  a  Senate  prayer  since  the  formation  of  the  governing 
body  in  1789,  and  he  was  invited  by  Senate  Majority  Leader  Harry 
Reid  (D.-Nev.)  However,  Zed  was  not  the  first  Hindu  to  pray  in 
Congress.  That  distinction  belongs  to  a  Hindu  priest  who  praved 
before  the  House  in  2000.  Also,  a  Muslim  prayed  before  the  Senate 
several  years  ago.  "If  people  have  any  misunderstanding  about 
Indians  and  Hindus,  all  they  have  to  do  is  think  of  Gandhi,  a  man 
"who  gave  hLs  life  for  peace/'  Reid  said.  Most  conservatives  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  prayer  was  constitutional  but  said  it  went  against  the 
nation's  monotheistic  foundation.  Tony  Perkins,  president  of  the 
Family  Research  Council  and  no  relation  to  the  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  noted,  "No  one  can  legitimately  challenge  the  fact  that  the 
God  America  refers  to  in  the  piedge,  our  national  motto,  and  other 

Places  is  the  monotheistic  God  of  the  Jewish  and  Christian  faith," 
erkins  added.  "There  is  no  historic  connection  between  America  and 
the  polytheistic  creed  of  Hinduism." 


Pennsylvania  case  could  be 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Choir  completes  its  fifth  year  of  min¬ 
istry,  with  173  students  having  auditioned  for  fhe  choir,  which  ultimately 
had  109  participants. 


Four  Mississippi  students  return  from  a  four-week  mission  stint  in 
Africa,  more  appreciative  of  their  lot  in  America.  The  students  are  Loreta 
Reynolds,  USM;  Al  Hike,  William  Carey;  Kathy  Staggs,  Ole  Miss,  and 
Eddie  Broadhead,  MC. 


Raymond  Church,  Raymond,  holds  an  open  house  for  its  new  pasto- 
rium,  which  is  all-electric  and  air  conditioned.  The  new  pastor,  Clyde 
Gordon,  will  occupy  the  new  residence. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  NowJ 

Simply  share  the  following  proper 
witn  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(J  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


but  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Choices 

Just  ahead  is  the  election. 
Within  weeks,  we  will  be 
choosing  our  senators,  repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  other  statewide 
elected  officials,  in  addition  to 
these,  across  the  state  there  are 
hundreds  of  decisions  that  are 
going  to  be  made  concerning 
county  and  city  leaders.  It  is  an 
important  time  in  the  life  of  our 
state.  In  virtually  every  race 
that  I  have  seen,  there  are  choic¬ 
es  to  be  made.  Two  or  more 
people  are  running  for  the  same 
office,  and  the  choices  are  not 
always  easy.  There  are  times 
when  if  I  look  at  trying  to  make 
a  decision  about  one  candidate 
or  another  I  am  reminded  of  die 
question  that  confronted  a  fel¬ 
low  in  a  cartoon  that  1  saw.  It 
said,  "What  do  you  do  if  you 
see  an  endangered  animal  eat¬ 
ing  an  endangered  plant?"  It  is 
a  dilemma  and  so  often,  our 
political  landscape  is  as  well. 

One  problem  that  citizens 
face  is  how  do  you  know  which 
candidate  is  really  what  he  or 
she  appears  to  be?  Too  often,  we 
do  not  actually  know  the  candi¬ 
dates,  and  we  are  faced  with 
making  a  decision  based  upon 
who  hired  the  best  publicity  firm 
to  manage  their  campaign.  Our 
feelings,  our  opinions,  and  then 
our  vote  are  too  often  shaped  by 
quick-hitting  little  ads  that  have 
been  shaped  by  public  opinion 
polls,  ana  they  make  you  think 
you  are  getting  someone  that 
will  serve  you  well.  Since  you 
may  not  know  and  may  never 
personally  see  the  person  run¬ 
ning,  you  have  no  way  of  actual¬ 
ly  evaluating  the  true  inner 
workings  of  character  and 
integrity.  Though  they  may  give 
a  genuine  head  nod  toward 
faith,  the  church,  and  even 
Christ,  what  kind  of  daily  walk 
do  they  have  with  the  Lora? 

The  process  of  discovery  is 
about  gathering  information  on 
the  candidates  and  feeling 


'Directions 


Jim  Futral.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


eligible  voters  in  our  state  and 
nation,  the  fact  is  that  if  we 
would  be  overthrown  by  some 
foreign  government  and  our 
vote  taken  away,  many  would 
have  to  confess  that  they  sure¬ 
ly  want  miss  it  because  they 
never  used  it.  Go! 

The  third  word  that  I  offer  to 


good  about  casting  a  vote  in 
favor  of  a  candidate.  This  may 
not  feel  good  to  many  people 


and  so  tfu 
opt  out  of 


choose  sim: 
e  process  ar 


mply  to 
and  not 


even  participate.  Some  people 
feel  that  it  is  their  Goa-given 
and  constitutionally  protected 
right  not  to  vote.  Certainly  they 
are  free  to  do  that,  but  that 
choice  may  .not  be  their  best 
choice.  White  there  may  be 
some  poor  candidates  in  the 
race  (and  history  has  shown 
that  occasionally  there  may 
even  be  a  scoundrel  running), 
when  you  do  not  participate  at 
all  what  does  this  say  to  the 
quality  people  who  put  them¬ 
selves  out  there  and  then  learn 
that  good  people  will  not  even 
bother  to  help  them  by  going  to 
the  polls? 

As  Christians,  we  have  a 
great  responsibility  for  we  live 
with  dual  citizenship.  We  are  to 
be  good  citizens  of  this  world 
while  we  are  also  being  good 
citizens  reflecting  God's 
Kingdom.  We  are  light  in  a 
world  that  has  so  much  dark¬ 
ness.  We  are  salt  that  can 
change  the  face  of  the  culture. 
We  are  pilgrims  passing 
through,  but  while  we  are  here, 
we  are  to  make  a  difference. 
What  can  you  do  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  election  process? 
While  this  is  not  a  full-blown 
treatment  of  democracy  in 
action,  let  me  give  you  three 
words  that  may  help. 

The  first  word  is  know. 
Know  who  is  running.  Know 
all  you  can  about  the  people 


who  are  asking  you  to  vote  for 
them.  If  they  nave  been  in 
office,  look  at  their  track 
record.  Check  their  votes.  If 
they  have  been  serving  and 
voting  in  a  way  that  is  contrary 
to  what  you  reel  is  right  and 
good,  you  need  to  be  aware  of 
it.  If  they  have  not  been  in 
office  and  they  are  saying  that 
they  will  represent  you,  well 
once  they  get  in  office  you  can 
observe  and  know  that  they 
did  what  they  said  they  were 
going  to  do.  Read  about  the 
candidate.  Most  of  them  have  a 
website,  and  while  nobody  is 
going  to  put  the  ugly  pictures 
and  me  dark  side  of  their  per¬ 
sonality  on  their  website  mere 
is  information  to  be  gleaned. 
You  need  to  know!  More  often 
than  not  as  you  look  at  a  par¬ 
ticular  race,  if  you  will  check 
out  the  candidates,  you  will 
feelgood  about  one  of  them. 

The  second  word  is  go. 
Most  of  the  polls  will  be  open 
from  seven  in  the  morning 
until  seven  at  night.  In  that  lz- 
hour  time  frame,  make  your 
way  to  the  polls  and  vote. 
Even  if  you  are  going  to  be  out 
of  town,  on  vacation,  or  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip,  you  can  vote  before 
you  go.  The  absentee  balloting 
process  is  streamlined  ana 
easy  if  you  will  just  find  a  few 
minutes  to  go  and  take  care  of 
an  important  piece  of  business. 
Sometimes  the  people  who 
choose  not  to  go  complain  the 
most  about  the  sad  plight  of 
the  world.  For  the  majority  of 


YM  Is  to  show.  1  ne  Bible  readies 
mat  we  are  to  pray  for  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  in  authority  —  lead¬ 
ers,  elected  officials.  We  are  to 
pray  for  them  and  show  our  care 
lor  them.  Possibly  something  has 
come  up,  an  issue  has  been  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  even  a  law  passed 
that  you  did  not  agree  with  and 
you  may  have  expressed  your 
opinion  directly  to  them  or 
around  the  water  cooler  at  work. 
Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  to 
take  the  time  to  drop  a  note  to  an 
elected  official  and  let  him  or  her 
know  that  you  are  praying,  for 
them  as  they  carry  out  their 
duties?  While  1  recognize  that 
they  offer  themselves  to  serve,  I 
also  am  sensitive  to  the  fact  that 
it  will  mean  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  away  from  their 
families,  pressures  that  may 
come  from  influential  special 
interest  groups,  physical  and 
mental  exhaustion,  and  a  strug¬ 
gle  with  difficult  Questions  with 
no  easy  answers.  While  many  of 
them,  especially  in  legislative  cir¬ 
cles,  will  face  some  not  button 
issues  and  will  receive  an 
avalanche  of  calls,  emails,  and 
letters,  few  of  them  will  receive 
much  encouragement  from  car¬ 
ing,  praying,  solid  citizens  who 
take  a  moment  to  show  they  care 
about  them  as  they  shoulder  the 
load  of  responsibility.  While  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  the  candidates  are 
working  hard,  campaigning,  and 
wanting  to  be  elected,  let's  do 
our  part  to  make  the  best  choices 
we  possibly  can. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  5 30,  lackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


FREE 


The  natural  beauty 
of  Eureka  Springs, 
Arkansas  is  the  perfect 


home  tor  The  Great 
Passion  Play.  Performed 
in  a  panoramic  outdoor 
amphitheater,  it  features 
elaborate  costumes  and 
seta,  plus  state-of-the-art 
sound  and  lighting  to 
create  a  grand  spectacle 
you  just  can’t  miss.  And 
you’ll  want  to  make  time 
to  enjoy  our  numerous 
activities  and  attractions, 


such  as  the  spectacular 
Christ  of  the  Oxaiks, 

Blue  Spring  Heritage 
Center,  Turpentine  Creek 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Ozark 
Mountain  Hoe-Down 
Music  Theater  and  Pine 
Mountain  Jamboree 
Musk  and  Comedy 
Theater.  Plus,  you  will 
enjoy  all  the  shopping 
and  sightseeing  only 
Eureka  Springs  can  offer. 
Cal  today  to  book 


What  l  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  m  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


■  Building  an  Effective  Mens  Ministry 

■  Why  Men  Hate  Going  to  Church 

■  Building  a  Leadership  Team 

■  Using  Construction  as  a  Ministry 
•  Using  Disaster  Relief  as  a  Ministry 

■  Opportunities  in  Prison  Ministry 

■  Maximizing  RAs  in  Your  Church 

■  Incorporating  Campcraft  into 
Weekly  RA  Chapter  Meetings 

■  Mission  Education  in  Your  Church  ... 
for  All  Ages 

■  Mens  Fraternity 


For  more  info  and 
registration  form, 

contact  the  MBCB 
Mens  Ministry 
Department  at 
601-292-3334, 
1-800-748-1651  or 
cwright®  mbcb .  org 


' C/wi/  this  c \i\{  july  27  -  August  9,  2007 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  lackson.  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  the  w'holc  worlt 
for  a  witness  to  all  the  nations .  ant  then  the  cut  shall  come 

{Matthew1  24.14 


Mi  Growing  Churches 
Conference.  FBC  Tupelo  27th 
28th  |D6FM|.  |2|  Clark  and 
Vaiene  Rumfeft  are  MSC  church 
planting  mnonann  Pray  that 
the  mission  teams  coming  to 
help  and  Ml  the  church  mem¬ 
bers  will  De  sensitive  to  God  s 
work  through  VBS  and  comma 
mty  wide  events,  and  that  they 
wifi  be  bold  witnesses 


j  1 1  Mississippi  Ethnic  Garaywa 
fWMU  (.  CP0|.  12 1  Pray  that  stu¬ 
dent  pastors  in  all  West  African 
countries  wjpfta  good  stewards 
of  their  schooling  and  that  God 
will  reveal  to  them  where  to 
serve  when  they  graduate  Ask 
the  Lord  to  give  them  a  burden 
to  evangelize  the  many 
unreached  people  m  the  region 


II)  Flake  s  formula  for  the 
Future  FBC.  laurel  |SS|.  |2j  Area 
Preschool/Children  s  Chou 
Leadership  Clinic.  FBC  McComh 
Hernando  BC  Hernando  ,CM; 

(3)  Praise  Got)  tof  die  Hawaii 
state  convention  surf  that  cioseo 
their  office  fbr  an  a#  day  prayer 
retreat  with  God  at  Camp  Pum 
Kahea  They  were  truly  blessed 


Ml  School  Prayerwalk  i,  Teacher 
Appreciation  |  WMU  Emphasis! 

(21  Veryl  Henderson  executive 
dvector  treannv  of  the  Hawax 
Pacific  Corxwmjpryjinfoi  prayer 
for  healthy  churches  and  conas- 
tent  leaderrm  the  taellic  Islands 
and  for  eyes  to  be  opened  to 
God's  truth  and  away  from 
pagan  gods 

M I  Social  issues  Emphasis.  CMd 
Abuse  (CAC  Emphaas)  |2|Doug 
Sxnpson.  mdunapoks.  Ind .  5  me 
DOM  far  the  Cm— ids  Assoc 
Pray  for  the  Pre*C  2006 
Crossover  evangeksm  event 
August  5-11  raftthexmerexy 
wort  to  help  change  Iwes  by  wort 
mg  r  houses  and  yards,  and  pant 
mg  a  school  and  atm  buMtags 


Pray  for  a  Bengak  m  Bangladesh 
who  is  63  past  the  average  Me 
expectancy  He  and  r»  wde  nave 
health  praam*  and  are  poor, 
yet  he  has  led  many  id  faxn  over 
the  years  and  is  wonWigwxn 
Baptist  partnsmto  trMn  fas  peo¬ 
ple  Every  other  week,  he  takes  a 
long  bus  rate  to  vsx  and  tram 
them  m  the  ways  of  the*  Lord 

Pray  for  T.  a  lSyear-oid  Sn  Lankan 
grt  who  was  eqMkd  from  her 
school  last  yea  She  used  to  lead 
•»  Buddhst  aa|  at  her  pubkc 
school  but  after  becomng  a 
Chnsaan  sne  ,eftsed  to  do  so 
God  has  prowded  another  school 
She  was  very  sad  about  hawng  to 
leave  the  school  but  she  sax]  she 
would  not  gxre  i4>  Wkiwmg  Jesus 


1 1 )  Agricultural  Fellowship 
Central  Hills  (MM|.  (2 1  Praise  the 
Lord  fbr  a  family  accepting  the 
call  to  serve  among  the  one  mil 
Inn  Thai  Khmer  unreached  peo¬ 
ple  group  May  lor  this  couple 


M I  Football  Camp  Central  HMs 
Baptist  Retreat  Kosciusko  30th 
3rd  fMM|  |2|  Pray  for  the  mot* 
kiabon  of  imal  tat  die  tranng 
and  sendmg  ofBmnkn  mason 
anes  m  thnharfte*  fieMs  of  Brazx 
and  beyond  May  tar  RNKesler 
who  has  completed  research 
vxtfxn  Brazx  to  locate  more  lost 
immigrant  groups  within  Brazil 


The  Uruguay  Urban  Team  wntes 
"V  a  a  man  of  peace  lluke  1 0  6) 
mElPmar  He  has  read  me  water 
meter  for  peoglMsr  several  years 
and  works  to  Ina  homes  for 
dogs  Pray  tore's  swatwn  and 
for  fxm  to  mature  as  a  Chnaan 
m  order  tor  fxm  to  assist  m  open 
mg  doors  of  opporturxty  m  El 
Pmar 


Ml  8th  -l Oth,  Bapost  BuRdng  AT 
HOME  DAYS.  (2)  Kyle  and  Anna 
Manm  are  church  planter,  m 
Vancouver  Ca—dii  Please  pray 
for  creaovRy.  innovation  and 
leaderstxp  «Mthn  the  communxy 
Pray  for  Gwft  help  and  blessing 
math  the*  new  church  caned 
Open  House 


MRkons  of  ambitious  young  adults 
m  China  hwe  put  the*  nopes  and 
dreams  on  fxgher  education  Hoc 
only  is  e  hardmget  into  college 
Out  R  b  dActsIt  for  college  gradu 
ates  to  find  *oK  hay  that 
through  the  Iftie ii xn 1 1 ii  is  that 
resufts  from  these  harsh  reakties 
many  young  aduRs  wXl  seek  and 
find  everlasting  toy  m  Hxn 


Ml  Mew  Staff  Day  FBC.  Jackson 
Bapost  Bukdmg  |CC|  (2|  The 
Central  Asian  country  of  Kazakhstar 
s  dxxded  wall  regons  The  peo¬ 
ple  mrxneMthMeregmnj  have 
had  almost  no  Mess  to  the  Good 
Mews  of  GoAmcnliaat  love  Ask 
God  to  send  workers  especially 
Kazakh  bekevers  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  the  gospel  m  these  regains 


Many  Mexicans  kvmg  on  the 
U  S  are  bemg  touched  with  the 
gospel  trvs  summer  Evangeksm 
b  the  core  of  lungdom  advance 
mere,  but  foMow  up  a  also  vxai 
Uft  up  the  rrxssmnanes  and 
naoonafs  who  hftve  the  task  of 
vrsRmg  those  interested  m 
attending  VBS  or  other  evangeks- 
bc  events 


2007  Mens  Ministry 
State  Leadership  Training 

August  10-1  1,  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 


COST 

$25  per  person: 

includes  meals,  lodging, 
and  all  sessions.  Each 
participant  should  bring 
sheets  (twin-size)  or 
sleeping  bag,  towels 
and  pillow. 


Begins  at  6  p.m.  at  the 
Causey  Center  on  Friday 
and  concludes  at 
1 1 .30  a  m.  on  Saturday. 


The  following  is  a  lifting  of  contributionf  made  to  the 
Lord's  wort  which  were  received  by  the  Business  Office 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  from 
lanuary  1,2007,  through  June  30, 2007.  An***  denotes 
a  gift  from  the  association.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  the  amounts  reported  for  you  church,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  Business  Office  at  601  -968-3600  or  1  -800-748- 
1651 .  Thank  you. 
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Exciting  Career  in 
Christian  Retail  Management 

Life  Way  Christian  Stores  is  the  oldest  and  fastest  growing 
company  in  the  Christian  Retail  Industry.  We  have  grown  to 
more  than  135  locations  across  the  United  States  and 
are  seeking  career  oriented  individuals  to  join  our 

Management  Training  Program 

Previous  retail  management  or  comparable  business 
management  experience  is  desired.  Active  Southern  Baptist 
membership  and  willingness  to  relocate  is  required. 

If  you  have  a  heart  for  ministry  and  a  desire  to  serve, 
please  visit  our  website  at  www.Kfeway.jobs  to  apply. 

LifeWay 

CHRISTIAN  STORES  J 


I  li )\i I  c  ( )\i I \( ,s  \\i )  K I  \  I \  \ I  s 


Antioch  Church,  Columbus:  Home¬ 
coming,  July  2*;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship 
meal;  Harvey  Reeves,  speaker. 

Black  lack  Church,  Yazoo  Association: 
Revival,  July  29-Aug  1;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch,  and  6  p.m.;  Jim  Futral, 
speaker;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Rob  Futral, 
speaker;  Graham  Smith,  music;  Ed 
Deuschle,  interim  pastor. 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City: 
Homecoming  and  115th  anniversary,  Aug 

12;  9:45  a.m.,  followed  bv  lunch;  special 
music  and  testimonies;  Mize  Sutton,  speak¬ 
er;  Joey  Ward,  music;  Daryl  Oster,  pastor. 

County  Line  Church,  Carthage:  Home¬ 
coming  July  29;  worship,  10:45  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  singing;  Dannv 
Sephton,  speaker. 


Creek  Church,  Jayess:  Springfield  Church,  Natchez:  Home- 

and  169th  anniversary,  Aug  coming  July  29;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
lio wed  by  covered  dish  mem  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner; 
singing  Justin  Morgan,  speak-  Michael  Townsend,  speaker, 
music;  Jimmy  Jones,  pastor. 


12;  11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal 
and  afternoon  singing  Justin  Morgan,  speak¬ 
er;  AlMGiven,  music;  Jimmy  Jones,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Lake:  Revival, 
Aug  5-8;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner 
on  the  grounds  and  1:30  pm..;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Don  Gann,  speaker;  Ted  Jones, 
music;  Paul  Earley,  pastor. 

Rocky  Springs  Church,  Yazoo  County: 
Revival  and  149th  homecoming  Aug  H 

Fri.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  regular  services  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Albert 
Grey,  speaker;  Bobby  Parker  and  Shannon 
Prescott,  music;  Glen  Warrington,  pastor. 


Michael  Townsend,  speaker. 

Sunrise  Church,  Petal:  Homecoming 
and  revival,  Aug  5-8;  Sun.,  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner;  discipleship  training  5 
p.m.;  worship,  6  p.m.,  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Frankie  Clark,  speaker;  R.E.  Thompson, 
music;  Gerald  Buckley,  pastor. 


Terry's  Creek  Church,  Magnolia: 
Revival,  July  26-29;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sun.,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch; 
Mark  Byrd,  speaker;  Glen  and  Brenda 
Roberts,  music;  Todd  Sumrall,  pastor. 

West  McComb  Church,  McComb: 
Revival,  July  29-Aug.  3;  Sun.,  8:30  and  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  potluck  dinner  and  con¬ 
cert;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Webb  Armstrong 
speaker;  Ivy  Butler,  music. 

Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth: 
Revival,  Aug.  5-8;  Sun.,  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  special  singing  Rick 


Sauls  Valley  Church,  Monticello: 
Revival  and  Homecoming,  July  29-Aug 

1;  Sun.,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  and  AlUGiven 
in  concert;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Bendon 
Ginn,  speaker;  Maurice  Rutland,  music. 

Society  Hill  Church,  Oakvale:  Revival, 
Aug.  5-10;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Derek  Lambert,  speaker; 


Darlove  Church,  Washington  Assoc¬ 
iation:  Homecoming  Aug  5;  pre-service 
singing,  10:30  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  potiuck  lunch;  Alton  Lassett,  speaker. 

Hopewell  Church,  Yalobusha  Association: 
Revival,  July  29-Aug  1;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Bryan  Bailey,  speaker;  Rick  Gliaewell,  pastor. 


Mon.-Fn.,  /  p.m.;  Derek  Lambert,  speaker;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  special  singing;  \ 
Lucas  Family,  music;  Eddy  Myers,  pastor;  Coram,  speaker;  Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 
Billy  Paul  Cooper,  minister  of  music.  _ 


AUTO  •  HOME  •  CHURCH 


Rewording  churchgoers  for  their 
lifestyle  choices! 

FaithGuard  Insurance  for  Churchgoers 
•  Waived  deductibles  for  some  church-related 


•  Special  discounts  for  pastors,  nonsmokers  and 
nondrinkers. 

•  Benefits  that  help  cover  tithing  or  donations 

•  Double  the  medical  payment  for  some  church 
related  losses 


Contact  your  local 
GuideOne  Agent 
to  team  more. 


Insurance 

PkAM  vmm  km  «  rm  Cmpc*t 


www.mbcb.org 


II  Non  I  law 

I  ,ost  Moiion 

In  I  Ik  Stm k  Market 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

132% 

First  Year  Guarantee 

O’Mire  Financial  Services 

406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
RMgefand,  MS  19157 

1.800.8443254 

6019573841 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charbs  Man.  1932  2004 
copyrighted  7005 


RLV  EM  E  TU  RLV  DOB- 
DROB  R  DNRSB  MUO 

KUH,  E  QENN  SUYB 

RTREL.  RLV  OBSBEFB  KUH 
HLPU  YKXBNM;  PCRP 

QC  BOB  E  RY,  PC  BOB  KB 

YRK  GB  RNXU 

AUC  L  MUHOPBBL:PCOBB 
Clue:  T  =  C 

Have  tun  with  cryfgography  and 
exercise  your  Bibb  knowledge  A 
King  lames  Version  Bibb  verse  has 
been  erx  oded  by  biter  substitu¬ 
tion  The  same  btter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzb  Solve  bv 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzb:  Mark  Ten: fifteen. 


RiteBus  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  Bill  Clark  601-750-2364 
www.ritewaybussalea.com 


Rite  Wav  Bus  Sales 


THE  VILLAGE 


W  BwrvhlU  *  Family 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


July  8-20, 2007 

Honors 

P— liljnl  ( '  «m««  M  W 

M»  Swan  Harm 


Memorials 


Un  (Irani  Jahnnon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  (any  Dark 
M>  Launa  H  Warn 
Dr.  John  McCall 
Dr  A  Mn  Gmld  |.  Hamwlman 


Adult  in  SSC,  N  Columbia  K 
Mn.  Dal  SatmB* 


Mr  k  Mm  Pal  W  Dmton 
M»  Ruth  V  Whitt 

Chart  la  laaa,  Sr. 

Hupr  k  Keiuwth  Hawluru 
Joseph  ^ynn  lllliop 
Mk  Kathrrlnr  B.  Haalar 
Woodrow  Boa.  |  r. 

Dr.  lack  Q.  Cauaay 

U_  ta _ a.1  at  a  ■ _ 0-1 _ 

ivMiy  i*vii  Aviri  Dvy Kin 

Mr  k  Mn  E.  Wayrtr  Smith 


Mr  k  Mn.  Lao  N  Srruggn 

irthur  Brian  Caiaaaay 

n  -ii - n  i-L.  Br* 

rral|pilB 

Sr  Adult  Ladtn  S8C 


Mr.  k  Mn  Rugrr  L.mdalrt 


Mr  Mary  W  Knight 
Mn.  Barry  Johraon 
Annia  Daly 

Mr  *  Mn  Larry  P  Franklin 
laaaia  Thraat  Darla 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Hmhrl  l.  Tumar 
Larry  Dtckaon 
Dr.  k  Mn.  Anthony  S.  Kay 

Mr.  llTbJUrcr  Dougim  |r 

Mn  Laulaa  CTIml  Duckworth 

Oak  Grow  Bapttat  Church  -  Lake 


Diana  *  Mkharl  Format 
O  C  'Buck'  Edwarda 
Mr  Oiariaa  W.  Holmaa 
Annia  Laaaia  'Rooney'  Fariah 

Kay  k  Ban  Mentation 


Mr.  k  Mn.  Jimmy  Bruton 


Mr.  k  Mn.  Clan  D.  Fortanbarry 

LB.  Baa 

Ma.  Mapr  Northway 


Mk.  Evalyn  C.  Kutatiay 
Mn  JoAtut  Gavin 
Mn  Hiram  Dam 
Milt  Qaytm 
Ma.  Mapr  Northway 


Mr.  k  Mn  Wllba  )  Bulkin  Jr 


BdroSBC.  PBC-McComb 
Ma  Eva  E  Allan 


Allan  k  Nalwvn  Brantlay 
Mr.  k  Mn  Harvay  Craanlaa 
Mr.  k  Mn  Howard  D  Smith  k  Brrt 
Mr.  Randall  Laa  Grianon 
Wallrr  B  Clunk  Nunanp  Far  Stal 


Mr  k  Mn.  Charlrk  Dew 

Dr.  Sam  HalL  Ir. 

Mr  A  Mn.  Walter  B  Moon 
Charlaa  k  (Jail  Davie 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Archie  C.  leppetl 

Thome.  Tom'  Hardapa 

Terrell  E  Chanter 
Jeanne  S  Bubanks 


Harrinaton 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jackie  VMwIay  k  Jordan 

Carr  Haablna 
Mn.  Ibna  liaakinr 
Mr. ).  R.  Haynaa 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  k  Mn  Johnny  M.  Foe 
Me.  Jean  Saucier 
Mtfihill  Hobeood 

Mr.  k  Mn  Ihumae  I  Bamee 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Mauncv  Dantin 

Gifford  Howiton 

Mn.  Pejury  Wllliamk 


».  Peggy  Willtei 

anm  |||ekkeaJ 

^^R^Ba^r  OR^VBru 

>.  Merge  ret  Ann 
lomcphinr  jack 


Mn.  Joyce  W  Edmondaun 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Danny  F  Welbom 
Jimmy  Jod 

Mn  Ruth  A.  McC  ullough 


Mn  Jamae  T.  Carilale  k  Family 

North  McComh  BaptM  Church 

Candy  Kayra 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Reece  Douglae  Jr. 


Mr  k  Mn.  Bobby  l.  Kirk 

Kmnlti 

Mr.  k  Mn.  A.  M  Holme* 


Vm a 


# 

I 


The  youth  of  Enon  Baptist  Church  in  Grenada  were  lead  in  a  mission  trip  to  The  BCV  by  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Fletcher  Moorman.  The  youth  helped  with  a  special  project  and  spent  time  with  the  BCV 
residents.  The  group  also  deliverer  the  VB5  offering  collected  by  the  c  hildren  of  the  church  and 
paper  goods  collected  churchwide. 


Larry  I  ambrrt 

Mr  k  Mn.  Lanr  Templeton 


Mr.  k  Mn  J.  B  Bam 

-ertrude  Lae 

Pal  k  Hiram  Stanford,  Herman, 
lutwanna  k  Mraghan 


Mr.  k  Mn.  Roger  Lindelev 

Mr.  Floyd  Lyak 

Mr.  k  Mn  David  Furr 

Julia  Lynn 

Mr  k  Mn  Cecil  D  Wilkmaon 

Grady  McAdama 

Mr  k  Mn.  Wilbur  Huffman 


Regania  C 

y  Malona 


r’l  amlln-  flan  till ■■  a  Ine 
LirBmiing  dtumwir,  iih 

Mountain  Wnt  Farm  Bureau 
H.  C.  Bailey  Company 
Mlm  Farm  Bureau  Caiualty  In*  Co 
S  Candbta  Farm  Bumau  CUnw  Dbp 
Mr.  k  Mm.  Fhmter  W.  Henry  |r. 
Loukdana  Farm  Bureau  Ina.  Co 
M«  Virginia  Robinaon 


Donnie  k  Margaret  Valentine 
Mn.  June  Holme* 

Larry  Lanlt,  The  Boanl  of  Dir  k 
Staff  of  Farm  Bureau  Bank 
Olivia.  Kathy  k  Harry  Brown 
[)iiyn  p  |p  Motin 
Mr.  k  Mn  J.  B  Ba** 

Bert  Mulliiu 
Mr.  k  Mn.  J  B  Ba** 

Mr.  G rovor  Nichoiaon 
Mrs  Merle  Eaaterling 
Wayne  NU 
Mr.  Slrvc  Leech 


John  Paul  Reeve* 

Dr  lack  Q.  Causes 
Mrs  Tena  Haakin* 

Genie  Robbina 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Jeow  R.  JohrsMwi 

Louiee  Ruah 

Mn  Sylvia  Ward 
Mn.  Paul  Sima 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Archie  C.  Leggrll 
Alvia  Smith 

Ralph,  Mildred  k  Nancy  Gardner 


Jimmy  Surimt 
Mn  Dora  Murrat 
C.  J.  (Haney!  Taylor 
Mis  Eliur ).  Sumrow 

Mn  Luvia  Thamai 
Mr.  k  Mn  Leudou  E.  I 
Mr.  Roland  Thornton 

Mr  k  Mn  Jimmie  Gill* 


M*  France*  T  OUnder 

In.  Barbara  Jean  Puwall 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Bobby  1  Kirk 


Mr  k  Mn.  Stuart  Allen 
McHmv  of  Wtync  Smith 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Jay  Gore  III 
Fieath,  Susan.  AH*  k  Abby  Lynch 


Mn.  Lob  T  Ptnkard 

Charte*  Waldrop 

Sir.  k  Mn  Glen  King 
Ma.  Vicki  Ward 
Mr  A  Mn  Samuel  R.  Lee  A 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Roger  Undaley 
Mr.  C  I.  'Rad'  Pyiat* 

Mr  A  Mn  Jun  WJslUker 
Mn  Hilda  C.  Ratcliff 
Mn  Virginia  K  Blackwell 
Mr.  A  Mn  Henry  M  Burkhalter 
Mn  Eva  Darrla  'Oat'  Ray 
Jerusalem  Baptist  Church 


Mr  A  Mn  Bobby  Brock 
Glenda  A  Jarry  Pry 


Mr  A  Mn.  Tom  L.  Musk 
Dr.  John  White,  Senator 

Mr.  A  Mn  E.  J.  Graham  Sr. 


Mr.  A  Mn  Balfour  Upacomb 
Mn  Dora  Murray 
Mr.  Chariae  Staela 
Mr.  A  Mn  Pal  W.  Dmton 
Baby  at  Chad  k  Lae Ajui  Stuart 
|.D  t  Stephanie  Harmon 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubry  L  Hay* 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Altai*  M  Holme* 

i.  «» - MfcHiiliaaff 

(Mr  TBIM  nvoaiin 

Mi  Margaret  Ann  Fmrue 


School  Needs  List: 


H  •  W 


' 


The  children  of  Harmony  Baptist  Church  recently  visited  The  BCV.  The  group  brought  videos  for 
the  residents  and  toured  the  campus.  They  are  pictured  with  Chrystelle  Thames  (center),  BCV 
Public  Relations  Director  whom  they  presented  with  their  VBS  offering  collection. 


X-Large  back  packs  for  High  School  students 
8  basic  color  water  color  paint  sets 
Adult-sized  (no  pocket)  white  t-shirts 
Clorox  wipes 
Hand  sanitizer 
Math  flash  cards 

Ultra-fine  and  fine  point  Sharpie  brand  markers 
Zip-Lock  One  Zip  storage  bags  (gallon  and  quart) 
Paperback  dictionaries 
Poster  board 
Science  fair  boards 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Agreeing  on  the  Basics 

Act*  15:1-2,  4-5, 12-15a,  23-29 


"In  1786,  when  William 
Carey  laid  the  burden  of  the 
world  miasion*  before  a  minis¬ 
terial  meeting  in  Northampton, 
England/  the  eminent  Dr. 
Rytand  said  to  him,  'Young 
man,  sit  down!  When  Goa 
pleases  to  convert  the  heathen. 
He  will  do  it  without  your  aid  or 
mine!'  More  than  one  Spirit- 
filled  servant  of  God  has  had  to 
enter  open  doors  of  opportunity 
without  the  support  of  churches 
and  religions  leaders."  (Warren 
Wierabe,  Be  Daring,  page  21) 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it; 
differences  of  opinion  can  lead 
to  huge  conflicts.  How  do  you 
handle  conflict?  Some  people 
act  like  it  doesn't  exist  while 
others  elect  to  address  differ¬ 
ences  in  an  open  and  direct 
manner.  This  week  we  will 
complete  this  month's  study 
on  'Tet's  Do  Church  Right. ' 


Our  lessons  have 
focused  on  unity,  ful¬ 
filling  our  call,  and 
evangelism  with  all  Let 
people  in  all  places. 

Almost  twenty  years  have 
passed  since  the  church  came 
into  existence  —  growth  and 
many  challenges  nave  been 
addressed.  Opening  the  15th 
chapter  of  tne  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  we  learn  the  church 
was  being  presented  vgith  its 
most  difficult  question  thus  far 
"Must  a  Gentile  become  a  Jew, 
accepting  Jewish  ceremonies 


and  laws,  in  order  to  be  saved?" 
Was  the  existing  racial  and  gen¬ 
erational  wall  going  to  grow 
taller  or  was  the  wall  going  to 
disintegrate  once  and  for  all? 
Now  was  the  time  "to  look  into 
and  consider  this  matter." 
Today's  church  can  learn  a  great 
deal  from  the  apostles,  the 
elders,  along  with  the  multi¬ 
tudes  as  they  took  the  step  to  . 


Explore  the  Bible 

Integrity 


Zechariah  7:1-14 


By  Charles  Rodgers  want  worship  to  be  car¬ 

ried  out  according  to  our 

There  is  something  wrong  own  individual  tastes.  We  ......  ...... 

with  worship  in  the  average  have  made  worship  about  Rodgers  integrity.  The  empha- 
church  today.  Our  church  sane-  us  and  not  about  God.  sis  is  on  worshipping 

tuaries,  auditoriums,  and  wor-  The  truth  is  that  almighty  God  with  right  motives  and  on 
ship  centers  are  seldom  full  as  God  —  the  only  one  worthy  of  relating  properly  to  others, 

more  and  more  people  seem  to  praise  —  expects  His  people  to  Please  notice  that  he  encour- 

be  opting  out  of  worship.  What's  worship  and  serve  Him  with  ages  the  people  to: 

wrong?  Some  people  say  they  genuine  devotion.  Worship 


Rodgers 


There  is  something  wrong 
with  worship  in  the  average 
church  today.  Our  church  sanc¬ 
tuaries,  auditoriums,  and  wor- 


out  of  wc 


1  Acknowledge  the 
Conflict  (Acts  15:1-2, 4-5) 
"Certain  men,"  prob¬ 
ably  legalistic  Jewish 
teachers  who  went  out 
on  their  own  (vs.24), 
came  to  Antioch  and 
began  to  teach.  Their 
teaching  was  based 
upon  tne  Law  and  not 
on  grace  and  faith  alone. 
Therefore,  a  delegation 
was  sent  to  attend  die 
church  conference  at  First  Church 
Jerusalem  so  this  issue  could  be 
addressed.  Upon  their  arrival, 
Paul  and  Barnabas  "reported  all 
tilings  that  God  had  done  with 
them"  while  they  were  on  their 
missionary  journey. 

However,  there  was  a  "sect 
of  the  Pharisees  (believers) 
vVho  rose  up,  saying,  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  circumcise  them,  and 
to  command  them  to  keep  the 
Law  of  Moses"  (vs.  5,  see 
Genesis  17:9-14).  Should  Paul 
and  Barnabas  be  teaching  the 
Gentiles  how  to  live  as  good 
Jews?  The  answer  is  a  resound, 
absolutely  not!  For  it  is  by 

trace  you  have  been  saved,  not 
y  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast.  (Eph.  2:5,  9;  Romans 
6:14).  Christ  plus  nothing! 


In  chapter  7 
Zechariah  deals  with 
a  problem  concern¬ 
ing  worship  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  God.  In  our 
focal  passage,  the 
Lord  rebukes  His 
people  for  self-cen¬ 
tered  worship  and 
calls  upon  them  to 
serve  Him  with 
integrity.  The  empha¬ 
sis  is  on  worshipping 


be  opting  out  c 
wrong?  Some 


ages  the  people  to: 


have  quit  going  because  services  could  best  be  defined  as  "worth-  1.  Check  Their  Motives  - 
are  boring.  Others  say  the  style  ship  —  to  appreciate  the  worth  Zechariah  7:1-7 
does  not  suit  them  any  longer,  of  someone.  Worship  is  about  About  2  years  after  the  peo- 
Many  feel  that  what  goes  on  in  recognizing  the  worm  of  God  pie  had  begun  to  rebuild  the 
church  is  no  longer  relative  to  and  revering  Him.  Another  defi-  temple,  the  citizens  of  Bethel 
their  needs.  A  few  have  stated  nition  says  to  worship  means  "to  sent  a  delegation  to  Jerusalem 
that  the  services  are  self-serving  regard  with  great  or  extravagant  to  question  the  continuation  of 
and  egotistical.  The  sad  truth  is  respect,  honor,  or  devotion."  a  fasting  ritual  in  the  fftth 
worship  in  many  churches  Someone  said,  "Worship  is  the  month  of  the  year.  This  particu- 
today  is  no  longer  about  God.  submission  of  all  our  nature  to  lar  ritual  had  begun  soon  after 
The  worship  wars  of  the  last  10  God.  It  is  the  uuickening  of  con-  the  Jews  had  been  taken  into 
or  15  years  nave  created  factions  science  by  nis  holiness;  the  captivity  in  Babylon,  and  was  a 
within  numerous  churches,  and  nourishment  of  mind  with  His  ritual  of  fasting  and  weeping 


worship  in  many  churches  Someone  said,  "Worship  is  the 
today  is  no  longer  about  God.  submission  of  all  our  nature  to 
The  worship  wars  of  the  last  10  God.  It  is  the  uuickening  of  Con¬ 
or  15  years  nave  created  factions  science  by  His  holiness;  the 
within  numerous  churches,  and  nourishment  of  mind  with  His 
large  numbers  of  people  are  truth;  the  purifying  of  imagina- 
migrating  from  one  church  to  tion  by  His  beauty;  the  opening 
another  trying  to  find  one  that  of  the  heart  to  His  love;  the  sur- 


another  hying  to  find  one  that 
meets  their  expectations.  We 


of  the  heart  to  His  love;  the  sc 
render  of  will  to  His  purpose.' 


to  question  the  continuation  of 
a  fasting  ritual  in  the  fftth 
month  of  the  year.  This  particu¬ 
lar  ritual  had  begun  soon  after 
the  Jews  had  been  taken  into 
captivity  in  Babylon,  and  was  a 
ritual  of  fasting  and  weeping 
including  the  wearing  of  veils 
and  the  chanting  of  laments.  It 
seems  that  the  ritual  had  lost  its 
significance  for  them  since  they 


2.  Evaluate  in  Light  of 
Scripture  (Acts  15:12-15a) 

When  it  comes  to  addressing 
conflict  in  the  church  the  first 
course  of  action  by  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  should  be  to  study  God's 
Word  and  glean  for  His  truth 
regarding  the  matter.  First 
Church  Jerusalem  faced  this 
issue  by  asking  if  anyone  could 
give  a  testimony.  FMease  note, 
”all  parties  were  heard  and 
there  had  been  much  debate" 
(vs.  7).  Peter,  to  whom  the  keys 
were  given  to  build  the  churcn, 
was  tne  first  to  address  this 
issue  (vss.  6-11).  He  reminds  his 
audience  that  it  is  "God  who 
knows  the  heart"  and  "He  gave 
them  the  Holy  Spirit,  just  as  He 
did  to  us,  ana  made  no  distinc¬ 
tion  between  us  and  them, 
purifying  their  hearts  by  faith" 
(italics  added  for  emphasis,  vs. 
8-9).  Peter's  main  question,  do 
you  want  to  keep  tne  Gentiles 
in  bondage  by  keeping  the  law 
when  we  weren't  even  to  bear 
it?  The  multitude  grew  silent 
and  listened  as  Barnabas  and 
Paul  testified  about  "many  mir¬ 
acles  and  wonders  Goa  had 
worked  through  them  among 
the  Gentiles"  (vs.  12).  lames 
delivered  the  third  speech  and 


were  now  back  home.  It  had 
become  merely  ceremonial. 

Through  Zechariah,  God 
questions  the  sincerity  of  the 
people  in  their  fasting,  suggest¬ 
ing  that  their  actions  were  self- 
centered.  Their  fasting  was  initi¬ 
ated  to  help  them  remember  the 
prophecy  of  the  prophets  who 
nad  previously  warned  them  of 
their  impending  doom.  Instead 
they  haa  simply  made  the  fasts  a 
time  of  ceremonial  formality. 
God  asks  that  the  people  check 
out  their  motives  for  fasting,  and 
return  to  God-centered  worship. 
We  would  do  well  ourselves  to 
consider  our  own  motives  for 
worship,  opting  to  move  away 
from  self-centered  worship  to 
God-centered  worship. 

II.  Express  Your  Integrity  - 
Zechariah  7:8-10 

God  reminds  them  of  specific 
instructions  He  had  given  their 
fathers  before  exile  on  how  they 
were  to  treat  each  other.  These 
instructions  not  only  apply  to 
pre-exilic  Israel,  to  the  delega¬ 
tion  from  Bethel,  to  the  citizens 
of  Bethel,  to  all  Israelites,  but  to 
all  people  of  all  nations  in  all 
generations.  He  is  calling  on 
mem  to  express  the  integrity  of 


with  a  firm  "listen  to  me"  quot¬ 
ed  Amos  9:11-12  reiterating  it 
was  salvation  by  faith  alone 
(also  see  Zech.  8:20-23). 
Perhaps  the  minutes  from  the 
meeting  read  -  Peter  revealed, 
Paul  recounted,  and  James 
remembered  the  prophets 
affirmed  this  truth. 

3.  Identify  the  Nonnegotiable 
Truths  (Acts  15&3-29) 

"The  council  concluded  by 
sending  a  letter  to  the  Qentile 
believers  to  dispel  the  notion 
that  they  must  be  circumcised 
as  part  of  their  salvation  and 
to  encourage  them  to  avoid 
practices  (things  polluted  by 
idols,  sexual  immorality, 
things  strangled,  and  from 
blood).  Following  these  four 
areas  of  abstinence  would 
allow  the  Gentile  and  Jewish 
Christians  to  fellowship 
together"  (Lifeway). 

The  Non-negotiable  Truth  - 
Jesus  is  the  Way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life  (John  14:6) 

"Behold,  how  good  and 
how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity" 
(Psalm  133:1)! 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Durant. 


their  commitment  to  Him  by 
dealing  compassionately  with 
one  another.  This  message 
applies  to  us  as  well.  Our  treat¬ 
ment  of  other  people  is  one  way 
to  measure  how  well  we  express 
our  integrity  as  believers. 

III.  Learn  from  the  Past  - 
Zechariah  7:11-14 

He  reminds  the  delegation 
that  their  fathers  had  refused  to 
listen  and  to  hearken  to  God's 
commands  and  warnings.  The 
exile  was  a  result  of  their  rebel¬ 
lion  and  rejection  of  God.  God 
says  in  verse  13,  "Just  as  He  had 
called,  and  they  would  not  listen, 
so  when  they  called,  I  would  not 
listen,  says  tile  Lord  of  Hosts." 
Because  God's  people  did  not 
maintain  the  integrity  of  their 
commitment  to  Him,  even  when 
He  had  sent  a  number  of 
prophets  to  warn  them,  He 
Drought  judgment  on  them  and 
their  land.  We  can  learn  from  the 
experiences  of  earlier  generations 
the  value  and  necessity  of  main¬ 
taining  our  integrity  before  God. 

Rodgers  is  Associational 
Missions  Director  for  /ackson 
Association  and  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Gautier. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ancT  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  pl3ce  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

.  News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1  -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 


no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
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clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 
Photographs  can  not  be  returned. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  - 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  (ackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


ada,  recognizes  its  youth 
Bible  Drillers.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


2.  New  Heights  Church, 

Summit,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Drillers.  From  top, 
Kara  Forman,  Mariana 


Kara  Forman,  Mariana 
Frugia,  Carly  Ball, 
LorRissa  Frugia,  Mallory 
Ball,  Victoria  Mclnnis, 
Victoria  Forshee 


Cnitto),  and  Joey 


3.  First  Church,  Foxworth, 
observed  a  notebuming 
service  June  10  after  the 
final  payment  on  their 
church  bus.  The  church 
paid  $75,000  for  the  bus  in 
just  over  a  year  while 
increasing  giving  in  all 
other  areas  including  mis¬ 
sions  and  local  funds. 
Shown  are  pastor  Charles 
L.  Nail  and  other  members 
of  the  bus  committee. 


5.  Youth  prepare  far  M-Fuge,  Vahlen  Church,  VaMen 


Wheeler  Grove  Church, 
Corinth,  is  hosting 
Heaven's  Journey  and  die 
Heismen  in  concert  July 
29,  6:30  p.m.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  can  (662)  287-2864; 
Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 


information,  contact  Carol 
Wright  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS.  39205-0530,  or 
call  (601)  292-3334;  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  at  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  334.  Email: 
cwright4hnbcb.org. 


4.  Neely  Church,  Neely, 
licensed  Clay  Byrd  to  the 
ministry.  He  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  supply.  J.  Wilbur 
Hall,  pastor. 


7.  First  Church,  Newton,  is 
sponsoring  KidZFest  Aug. 
5,  5-7  p.m.,  with  free  back- 
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5.  The  youth  from  Vaiden 
Church,  Vaiden,  prepare 
to  leave  for  M-Fuge, 
Nashville,  Term.,  for  six 
days  of  mission  work. 
Dustin  Long,  youth  pastor; 
Freddie  Matthews,  pastor. 


the  first  250  kids  present  at 
the  Newton  Station  Depot. 
The  event  includes  free  not 


The  event  includes  free  not 
dogs  and  soft  drinks,  inflat¬ 
able  games,  a  dunking 
booth,  and  other  activities. 
Free.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.fbstudents.org  or 
call  (601)683-2066. 


8.  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Agricultural  Missions 
Fellowship  and  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Development 
Foundation  will  meet  jointly 
Aug.  4  at  Central  Hills 


Park 
H  a  v  «  u 
Church, 

Laurel,  has 
called 
Steven 
Holifield  as 
pastor, 
coming 
from  Salem 
Heights 
Church.  lloHheld 

Holifield  - 

holds  degrees  from 
Southeastern  Bible  College, 
William  Carey,  and 
Andersonville  Theological 
Seminary.  He  teaches  at  Oak 
Grove  Upper  Elementary  ih 
Hattiesburg. 


Aug.  4  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat.  All  Mississippi 
Baptists  interested  in  agri¬ 
cultural  missions  are  invit- 


cultural  missions  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend.  For  more 
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Mum  for  care.  Call  (601 )  684-5754 


available  or  will  plan  for  your  group 


Hill  FBC  P.O.  Bok  1  Rose  Hill,  MS  39356,  music 


